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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE * 

The building survives virtually unaltered from its original condition. 

The seven story facade of brick and cast iron with limestone detail 
and decoration has eight bays along Plymouth Court and three on Polk 
Street. The fenestration and ornament on the front facade is in many 
ways expressive of the workings of the original owner and of the 
printing industry. 

The first two floors, which are the most elaborately decorated, 
express their original use: the first floor was the show room, the 

second the editorial offices. These two floors of brick are dressed 
with limestone and have limestone quoins. The entrance receives 
special attention; it has an elaborate structure focused on a lintel 
supported by free stnading limestone piers. Originally there were 
separate doors, one on either side of the entrance porch, giving 
access to two different businesses. One door has been blocked in, 
possibly during the years that Lakeside Press still occupied the 
building. 

The fourtn through sixth stories are the production floors, 
articulated by bold piers of brick covering the metal frame. Set 
back from these piers is a curtain wall with large double hung windows 
with iron spandrels at each floor level. These spandrels provide 7 a 
striking surface, contrast- tp the masonry., especially by displaying the' 
large bolts which hold them in place. At the top of each bay the 
seventh floor fenestration- changes to contrasting thermal windows 
framed^ by three courses of brick laid in a radiating pattern. Tex- 
tured brickwork is used on this floor to define the quoins at the 
corners and form a projecting cornice that remains intact. This ! 

cornice conceals the eighth story penthouse offices. The important ; 

offices of this family run business were housed in the seventh and I 

eighth stories, as the forms on the facade reveal. j 

I 

A limestone coat of arms at the top of each pier and over the | 

main entrance is a relief of an Indian head superimposed on a j 

representation of Fort Dearborn, the mark of the Lakeside Press. j 

Other printers’ marks are used in decorative medallions elsewhere j 

on the building. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE — — 1 ™ " — 

This building demonstrates the growth of an important Chicago 
family owned industry. The company was anticipating future growth 
when it commissioned a unified design for a building that could be 
built in two stages. The four southern bays were completed in 1897, 
the four northern ones in 1901. It may have been the growth of the 
Montgomery Ward Company Catalogue that prompted Lakeside Press to 
anticipate its own growth. While printing catalogues during the 
1890 's Lakeside began producing hard bound books. Business went well 
and within five years after the press moved to this building it 
occupied the entire, expanded building. By 1910 the company had 

to such a degree that it requested Shaw to begin a design for a 
new, larger plant, but this later building was not executed by Shaw 
who had died in the year it was begun. The new building now contains the 
Lakeside-Donnelley offices. 

The building's architect, Howard Van Doren Shaw (1868-1926), is 
best- known for residential architecture executed fcrr wealthy clients 
associated, as he was, with Ivy League colleges. His designs show 
the influence of English designers such a!s : William' Morris, Sir Edwin 
Lutyens, and C.F.A. Voysey. These he assimilated into an architecture 
noted for its propriety, as for example at the rectory of Chicago's 
Fourth Presbyterian Church (1925) . 

The Lakeside Press Building, Shaw's first commercial design, 
is a fine example of his having learned from the Chicago style of 
commercial buildings. Here he reveals the influence of John W. 

Root's heavy masonry -forms which are imaginatively integrated with 
the clear structural design that Root allowed to be expressed only on 
the rear facades of such prestigious office buildings as Chicago's 
Rookery (1886) . Shaw has used this combination of masonry construction 
and iron technology to express the uses of the various floors and to take 
advantage of advances in building technology. But he did not abandon 
the picturesque effects found in his other designs. The result is a 
striking and unique combination of forms that give dignity to a printing 
plant and its headquarter offices. 
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Estate historic preservation officer certification 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHiS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 



As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer far the National Hjstoric Preservation Act of 1 966 {Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by. the National Park_Servi£«f!7 
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